






As the anxious millions around the world 
watched and listened, the astronauts and the 
ground crews at the Cape and mission con­
trol in Houston busied themselves with the 
last minute preparations. The flight began 
smoothly as the towering Saturn V rocket 
rose from the pad amidst a billowing cloud 
of flames and exhaust. 

As the rocket hurtled the trio of Neil Arm­
strong, Michael Collins, and Edwin Aldrin 
into space, the men of USS HORNET waited 
patiently on station in the primary abort area 
some 1650 miles south, southwest of Hawaii. 
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In mod·M•y HORNET relurned to Long Beach 
from her th11d Vietnam deployment which in­
cluded :a brief detour 10 the Sea of Japan as a 
resutt of the EC-121 incident Her schedule: called 
for several months 1n the shipyard for minor re­
pairs, Interspersed with occasional, short at-sea 
periods . 

• 

Lale< in t-.Aay. :tftcr a week-long refresher train­

ing cruise 1n which rumors ran rampant that she 
would become involved in the Apollo progr:am 
later 1hat year. HORNET returned 10 the y:ards 
only 10 discover that she. in fact. had been 
selected as 1he Apollo 11 recovery ship. 
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PREPARATIONS 

A successful cecovery mission re· 
quires ctose coopefauon between 1he 
ship and civilian organizahons. After 
!evcral pfann1n9 conferences \v1th 
represent,llives o f NASA. NELC. ABC. 
GE. nnd western Union, HORNET bc­
gnn whot •Nas 10 be hechc v1ceks or 
pr~p"etion. Alter spaces M d been 
allotted. specral wiring installed. and 
equ1om9nt fil led out. HORNET as­
sumed a new face and mission. that 
of a pr1ma1y recO\fery ship for lh<? fust 
men to wa1k on the Moon 



--
Before long HORNETS thghl deck was spoiled w 11h NELC's com· 
rnunicattons hul, Mutuars brottdcast van. and GE's now tradl11onal 
··bubble", which housed lhe satellite commun1cat1ons an1onnn 
Hangar Bay - 2 also became hlled \vith 1wo of ABC's imposing. 
whuc. broadcasting vans. 

As HORNET s1camed away from us homepor1 of Long Beach, 11 hnd 
readied ilse1f oulwttrdly for sptnshdown which was now less than a 
monlh aY1ay 
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HORNET set her course for Ha­
v1aii. Each department prepared 
itself in support of HORNET·s role 
as PRS. however. none lost sight 
of the necessary routine jobs. The 
unheralded majority of the crew 
v1orked on as usual. 



\ 

~ 

9 



--

-

.. -· ---- • 
• 

10 



HAWAI I 

The hula girts and the local television stations were on hand lo welcome HORNET to 
Hawaii. The magnetic appeal of Waikiki's beaches and nightlife drew the crew from the 
ship. For one week the crev1 relaxed on the sun-drenched beaches. eyed scant bikinis, and 
absorbed the panoramic beauty of lsota1ed coves. pounding surf, and luxuriant. green hills. 

Few wasted any liberty. for all knew that there would be l ittle idle time in the nexl lour 
weeks. 
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During the sho(t respi1e i1) Pea(I HORNET on-loaded the last two 
pieces of equipment needed for the 1nission: the NASA boilerplate, 
the 1nock4 up ot the command 1nodufe with \Yhich she would practice 
recove1y operations anj the two. sleek Mobile Quarantine Facili ties 
in v1hich 1he as1ronau1s would be iso1a1ed. Moreover. this week; 
allowed crew1nembcfs 10 9e1 acquainte(f \•1ith the more than 120 
personnel from NASA, •;:)E. and ABC v1ho \VOuld ernbark ir) HORNET 
as part of the recovery crew. 
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While operating within !he focal Hawaiian waters. HORNET undertook its first simulated exer­
cise {SIMEX). complete \vith boilerplate. swimmers. and lifeboat c<ew. The initial attempls at 
recovering 1he module showed lhe need for in1provemen1 and training in all aspects. Through 
continual practice. however, the problems of maneuvering the 44,000 ton ship at stow speeds, 
auaching the flotation collar, and manipulating the recovery crane were ironed out. 
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Two days aller deparhng Pearl Harbor. HORNET crossed lhe 
Equa1or and entered the Domain of Neptunus Rex. the Auler of 
the Raging Main. 

Having tenewed his old fnendsh1:> \•tith HORNET'S commanding 
officer. Captain Seiberlich, Neptunus and his loyal following of 
trusted shellbacks began the traditional initiatory rites upon the 
apprehensive noroes of 1ow1y po11ywo9s. 1 no go11y cos1umect 
shellbacks. brandishing 1heir cudgels. and the vario1y of pungenl 
odors struck lhc naive pcllywogs as anything but benign. As the 
ceremonies came to a close the Royal Order of Shellbacks had 
increased the1t fold by O\'er 600. some of whom were seen sport· 
ing new hair cu1s and beauty mar•.s. 

As the crew returned 10 lheir wo·k. their thoughts 1urned away 
from 1he crossing and to the mission and the three astronauts 
who were ghd1ng 1hrough space on their way 10 becoming the 
first men on the Moon. 

1 
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MOONBOUND 

As astronauts Collins. Ald­
rin, and Armstrong sped 
through the empty void of 
space. a spectacular array 
of breathtaking beauty 
opened before their eyes. 
A sight witnessed only by a 
handful of space pioneers, 
the Earth and the Moon 
assumed new dimensions 
in size and color. 
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... the LEM separated lrom the CM and made its descent 
lO 1ho projected landing area within 1he Sea of Tranqu1hty. 
it captured these sights In photographs 

A. quartef of a minion miles away in the Pacific Oco3n 
HORNET ti~e the rest ol the world waited and listened to 
hoar progress reports of the flight. 





SIMEX 

In addition to the civilians and the normal ship's com· 
pany awaiting splashdown day were 250 me1nbers of 
three specialized recovery teams. Helicopter Anti· 
submarine Squadron 4, veteran of Apollo 8 and 10. 
provided the pickup capabilities: \vhereas. Early 
Warning Squadron 111 acted as the vital communi· 
cations relay trom the con1mand module 10 the ship 
and to Hawaii . Handling the recovery operations from 
the sea \Vas !he task of Under\•1ater Demolition Team 
11, whose members were responsible lor stabilizing 
the spacecraft after splashdown, assisting lhe astro· 
nauls' egress from the command n1odule. and ini1ia1 4 

ing the decontamina1ion procedures prior to the as· 
tronau1s· 2t day isolation period. 

-·-~ ·1 • V\ ' } 
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HORNET and her recovery teams showed constant improvement over the 
inilial SIMEX period. Captain Seiberlich imposed a rigorous 1ralning sched­
ule In which night and early morning operations were no1 uncommon. 
HORNET 1rained under every possible sea condition and at every cor1ceiv­
able hour of lhe day so lhal she had 1ra1ned for any contingency that might 
arise. Fur1hermore, In addi1ion 10 the primary recovery 1eams. HORNET 
trained two complete backup 1eams in the event of sickness or casualty. 

/ 
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On this mission ,.,ork took on various forms. u it 
was no1 the s1tenuovs ttai ning sessions, then it 
was an under .. vay rep1en1st-.men1, necessitated by 
the lengthly period of independent steaming. 



Despi te the gruelling \YOrk load. most 
found ti1ne to siesta on the flight deck and 
catch a few rays of the \'larm, relaxing 
equatorial sun. 
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MOONWALK 

While the world waited and listened. astronauts Aldrin and 
Armstrong piloted the LEM on tts rendezvous wi th immor1ality. 
The suspense mounted as the hovering spacecraft churned up 
clouds of lunar dust. Finally lhe words. "Tranquillly base, the 
Eagle has landed," echoed bac~ to Ear1h. With an in1ense feel· 
ing of pride tor the astronauts, individuals around the world 
breathed a silent ··well done!" 

As astronaut Armslrong descended 1he ladder and gingerly 
stepped onto the lunar surface. he no longer represented NASA 
or lhe United States but rather mankind and its age-old desire 
to conquer the unknown v1hich the Moon symbolized. 
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Once the astronauts' pulse and heart rates calmed from the 
excitment of the landing. Aldrin and Armstrong 1urned their 
attention to the scientific considerations of the mission. In 
their brief stay on the Moon they were cble to set up equip· 
ment for measuring the eHect of solar winds, as \•1ell as a 
seismograph for detecting possible Moon quakes. The 
astronauts were also able to initiate a sludy of the lunar 
surface, taking samples of the silty outer layer and core 
samples of the deeper base rock. 

33 



I lnving performed lheir sc;ienllfic duties. the astroniluts took lime to pny 
1ribu1e to the riation thflt supported them on their voyage. Unfurling 1he 
American flag held waving by thin wires in the airless void. as11onauts 
A1ms11ong And Aldrin !hen spoke to President Nixon 1n the White House. 

A smn.11 plaque commemorating the hislodc occasion was left on the lunar 
surface, displaying the signatures of three astronauts and the President and 
bearing the inscription: 
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With the knowledge that the astronauts.. hav1n9 
completed their lift-off and docking procedures. 
were speeding back to Earth, HORNET f1nahzed 
preparations for splashdown day July 24 Al· 
!hough HORNET had 16 SIMEXES under her bell, 
two days of dress rehearsals were nec~'lry to 
place the various aspects of 1he recovery 1n 
perspective. 

Considerations such as securi1y for the arrival 
of President Nixon. decontamination of the astro­
nauts both in the water and on board, and even 
the placement of ligh1s fot 1he 1efev1sion cameras 
were discussed and analized. 

The final rehearsals were exact in every detnif. 
complete with Chaplain Pnrto acting the part of 
the President. Their aim was to ensure l h<lt au 
partici_panls were thoroughly versed in their 
dutiP.S . 
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The morning of July 24 found HORNET on 
station nearly 1.000 miles southwest of 
Hawaii. By 4:00 A.M. the ship was bustling 
with activity as the entire crew anxiously 
awaited the arrival of President Nixon. HOR­
NET was the first stopover for the President 
in his world-wide goodwill tour. 

At 5:12 A.M. the announcement over the 1 MC, 
"United States arriving, flight deck, · signified 
to most that re::overy day was indeed here. 
President Nixon was greeted by Admiral Mc­
Cain, Commander-in-Chief Pacific, Rear Ad­
miral Davis, Commander Task Force 130, 
Captain Seiberlich, and Dr. Paine. NASA ad­
ministrator. 

After a brief explanation of the MQF by Dr. 
Stonesifer, assistant NASA project officer, 
the President was led to the flag bridge from 
where he would witness the splashdown and 
recovery operations. 
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As 1he command module propelled itself toward Earth. the 
lrio of astronauts made 1heir final preparations for re-entry 
into the atmosphere. The narro\ving of !he gap between 
them and their eventual sp1ashdov1n point in the Pacific 
caused a gradual reversal in the dimensions they had so 
recently adopted v1hile standing on the Moon. The Earth 
appeared to regain its former magnitude white the Moon 
grew smaller with each passing minute. For them and those 
v1ho would follow. however. the dimensions v1ould never 
<etain their previous absolu1e character. for they had walked 
on the moon. 



-- - -- -
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SPLASHDOWN 

Unfortunately for Piesident Nixo.n and 
other observers on HORNET'S lhght 
deck. the overcast, early morning sky 
obscured the nlnjotity of the spec-
1acular re-en1ry burn. The command 
module, travelhng over 25,000 miles 
per hour. enlered the Earth's a~mos­
phere and left a 1rail o f flan1es neariy 
200 miles in length as it s1ov1ed for 
lls splashdown severaJ miles trom 
HORNET. 



Splashdown occurred approximately forty minutes after tho arrival 
of the President The modt.JIC landed in a stable 1wo pos111on yet 
11 righted itself 1mmed1atefy The recovery he!os were hovering 
above the moduJe and the swimmers. \vere 1n the water a1t:tch1n9 
1he notation collar w1th1n minutes of splas.hdo .. vn. 

Aher the completton of d~contamtnatlon procedures ;n tho rafl the 
three astronauts were ho1s1od by ne1 into the primafy recovc1y 
hollcop1er and transportod obonrd HOANET. 
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HORNET PLUS THREE 

As the astronauts emerged from their helicopter 1n their biological isola-
1ion garments. they were greeted by Or. Stullken. NASA's pro1ect officer. 
nnd an exuberant throng of HORNET crewmcmbers. They 1mmed1ately 
en1ered the MOF, which wtts their temporary home unhl !heir arnval in 
Houston. 

Their presence aboard HORNET represented the fulfillment not only of 
years of research and tra1n1no but moreover Of HORNET'S motto. HOR· 
NET PLUS THREE Cap1a1n Se1berlich·s pledge !hat HORNET would 
return safely. carrying lhe three astronauts. 
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Obviously pfeased by the recovery of the astronauts, Presi­
denl Nixon olficlally welcomed lhe trio back 10 Earih. Con­
gratulations were in order as the President and the assem­
bled cro\vd gave the space pionee1s a rousing ovation. The 
1oviality of the ensuing conve1sa1ion was surpassed only by 
the intense reeling ot pride tor being an American. 
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Even while the astronauts 
were receiving the plaud­
its of the President and 
dignitaries aboard HOR­
NET and the millions of 
viewers around the world, 
they did not forget that 
their accomplishment was 
the outgrowth o f great 
sacrifice on the part of 
others besides themselves. 
They asked that a moment 
of silence be observed in 
order to pay tribute to the 
astronauts who lost their 
fives in a flash hre at Cape 
Kennedy Jan. 27, 1967 . 
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Alter a short prayer. delivered by Chaplain 
Piirto. and a few parting remarks to the astro­
nauts. President Nixon was led to the flight 
deck. 
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Topside the President chatted briefly with 
Captain Seiberlich. congratulating him and 
his crew for their letter-perfect recovery of 
the astronauts. President Nixon evoked con­
sternation from his security escort as he 
broke away from his entourage and person­
al ly congratulated members of HORN ET's 

flight deck crew. 

As the presidential helicopter cleared HOR­
NET'S flight deck 10 continue ils world-wide 
tour, HORNET readied itself for the delicate 
task of plucking the command module with 
its priceless lunar samples from the ocean. 
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RECOVERY 

Cooperation was 1he keynote to the suc­
cess of the Apollo 11 mission. In the con­
cluding phase of the recovery. the pickup 
of the 1nodule, the necessity for teamv1ork 
among the swimmers. crane opera.tots. 
and the deck force on elevator .:r-3 was 
patamount. 

After the swimmers had attached the 
resilient nylon lino to the module, lhe 
crane hoisted the spacecrafl onto the 
deck vJitt. the assuredness that coines 
from constant practice. The crane low­
ered the module wi thout a hitch into !he 
a\vtuling cradle in which ii \vould rosl 
until 11 reoched Houston. As the module 
nestled into the c1adle. all b1eathed a sigh 
of relier as the weeks ol anticipation and 
tra1n1n9 came to a cJose. 
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Afrer a pleasant night's sleep in the MOF 1he astronauts participated 1n 
the shipboard ceremonies held in HORNET's hangar bay. Despite the glass 
barrier which isolated them from Admiral Davis and Captain Seiberlich. 
the astronauts were welcomed aboard by the Captain. who presented the 
trio with several commemorative gifts. The astronauts reciprocated by 
officiating at the re-·enfistment of four HORNET crewmembers. 

llOll NET + a 
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A broomstick. sign1ty1ng a m1ss1on woll done. fle·.v from tile mast as 
HORNET steamed 1n10 Pearl Harbor Ftom a.n ae11a1 view the sailors 
1n their freshly-p;essed. whue uniforms appeared as a border of wh11e 
trim around lhe ship as they stOOd 1n tho fhght deck parade. HORNET 
proudly boasted her success by d1splay1n9 lhc command module on 
1he lli9h1 deck. 

On the pier a crowd of over 2.500 nwa11cd t o gteel the veteran carrier 
and her unique pnssengcrs 

Once HORNET had moored olongs•de and off.loaded lhe MQF, Cap1aon 
Seiberlich Joined lhc p1ors1dc ceremonies with Admiral McCain and 
Governor Burns. who welcomed the astronauts to Hawaii and com­
mended HORNET and her crew for their ou1stand1ng recovery. Admiral 
McCain followed nnd once .19t1ln expressed his personal congratula­
tions 
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MISSION ACCOMPLISHED 

From the pierside ceremonies a motor caravan escorted 
the MQF to Hickam Air Force Base, where a C-141 was 
wai ting to transport the astronauts back to Houston on 
the last leg of their journey which had begun two weeks 
earlier. Three weeks of exhaustive tests and examina­
tions lay ahead of the astronauts. Scientists desired to 
determine whether the astronauts had. in fact . carried 
any harmful germs back from the Moon. At the same 
time geologists wou ld analyze the composition of the 
lunar samples in order to unlock the mystery of the 
Moon's origin. 

Meanwhile. HORNET crewmembers longed to return to 
Long Beach, where they would be reunited with their 
families after their historic six week mission. 
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