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As the anxious millions around the world
watched and listened, the astronauts and the
ground crews at the Cape and mission con-
trol in Houston busied themselves with the
last minute preparations. The flight began
smoothly as the towering Saturn V rocket
rose from the pad amidst a billowing cloud
of flames and exhaust.

As the rocket hurtled the trio of Neil Arm-
strong, Michael Colling, and Edwin Aldrin
into space, the men of USS HORNET waited
patiently on station in the primary abort area
some 1650 miles south, southwest of Hawaii.










PREPARATIONS

A successful recovery mMission re-

s close cooperalion between the

han organi2ations aftar
aral Dlanmng _'_”'4.'-l.-|-- il

ntatives of NASA, NELC, ABU
GE. and Weslern Unian, HORNET be-
gan what was to be hectic weeks of
preparation. After spaces had been
lolted, special wiring installed, and
aguinment fitted out, HORNET as-
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Belore long HORNET'S flight deck was spotted with NELG's com
munications hut, Mutual’s broadcast van, and GE's now tradilional

bubhble which housed the salellile commumcatbions anfenna
Hangar Bay 2 also became Nilled walh tw il ABC's
‘lli roaccashing I

As HORNET steamed away from its homepart of Long Beach, it had
readied 1isall outwardly for splagshdown which was now less 1han a

manih away




HORNET set her course for Ha-
waii, Each department prepared
itsalf in support of HORNET s role
as PRS, however, none lost sight
of the necessary rouline jobs, The
unheralded majority of the crew
warked on as usual,
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HAWAII

The hula girls and the local television stations were on hand lo welcome HOBRMET to
Hawaii. The magnetic appeal of Waikiki's beaches and nightlife drew the crew from the
ship. For one week the crew relaxed on the sun-drenched beaches, eyed scant bikinis, and
absorbed the panoramic beauty of isolated coves, pounding surf, and luxuriant, green hills,

Few wasted any liberty, for all knew that there would be littie idle time in the next four
weeks.




During the short respile in Pearl HORNET on-loaded the last two
pieces of equipmenl neaded for the mizsion: the NASA boilarplate,
the mock-up of the command module with which she would practice
recovery operations and the two. slesk Mobile Quarantine Facilities
in which the astronauts would be saolated, Moreover, this weoek
allowed crewmembers (0 gel acquainted with the more than 120
parzonnel from NASA, GE, and ABC who would embark in HORNET
as part of the recovery crew.
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While operating within the local Hawaiian waters, HORNET underlogk its first simulated exer-
cise (SIMEX), complete with boillerplate, swimmaers, and lifeboat crew, The initial attempts at
recovearing the module showed the need for improvement and training in all aspects, Through
continual practice, however, the problems of maneuvering the 44,000 ton ship at slow speeds,
attaching the flotation collar, and manipulating the recovery crang were ironed oul.
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Having renewed hig old frendshia with HORNET s commanging
officer. Captain Seiberlich, Neptunus and his loyal following of
trusted shellbacks began the traditional initiatory rites upon the
apprenensive hordes of lowly pollywogs, Tha gaily cosiumed
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shelibacks, brandishing their cudgels, and the variaty of pungent

pdors struck the naive pollywogs as anything but benign. As the
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As the crew returned to their wo'k, their thoughts turned away

from the crossing and 1o the mission and the three astronauts
-".'h;'_] werg r]';;1|r'--| thrce IIE:" space on their way [0 bacoming |'r'll'_’

first men on the Maon



MOONBOUND

As astronauts Collins, Ald-
rin, and Armstrong sped
through the empty void of
space, a spectacular array
of breathtaking beauly
opened before their eyes.
A sight witnessed only by a
handful of space pioneers,
the Earth and the Moon
assumed new dimensions
in size and color,
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A quarter of a millian miles away in the Pacific Qci
4ORMET like the rast ol the world walted and liste
ear progress reports of the flight
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SIMEX

In addition to the civilians and the normal ship's com-
pany awaiting splashdown day were 250 members of
three specialized recovery teams. Helicopter Anti-
submarine Sgquadron 4, veteran of Apollo 8 and 10,
provided the pickup capabilities; whereas, Early
Warning Squadron 111 acled as the vital communi-
cations relay from the command module to the ship
and to Hawaii. Handling the recovery operations from
the sea was the task of Underwater Demolition Team
11, whose members were responsible for stabilizing
the spacecraft after splashdown, assisting the agtrg-
nauls’ egress from the command module, and initiat-
ing the decontamination procedures prior to the as-
tronauts’ 21 day isolation period.







HORNET and her recovery teams showed constant improvement over the

ule in which night and early morning operalions were not uncommon,
HOBRMET trained under every possible condition and at every cor
able hour of the day so that she had trained for any contingency that migh
arige. Furthermore, In addition to the primary recovery leams, HORNET
trained two complete backup leams in the event of sickness or casualty.




On this mission work took on various forms. If it
was nol the sirenuous training sessions, then it
was an underway rna,|;|!:_=:ﬂ|';.hr".n,=:1., necessitated by
the lengthly penod of independent steaming
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Despite the gruelling work load, most
found time to siesta on the flight deck and
catch a few rays of the warm, relaxing
equatorial sun
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MOONWALK

While the world waited and listened, astronauts Aldrin and

Eid

Armstrong piloted the LEM on its rendezvous with immaortality

The suspense mounied as the hovering spacecralt churned up
ir dust. Finally the words, “Tranquility base, the
Ezale has landed.” echoed back to Earth. With an intense feeal-
ing of pride for the astronauts, individuals around the world

breathed a silent ““Well done

As astronaut Armstrong descended the ladder and gingerly
siepped onto the lunar surface, he no longer representad NASA
or the Unitad States but rather mankind and its age-old desire
to conguer the unknown which the Moon symbolized,










Once the astronauts’ pulse and heart rates calmed from the
excitment of the landing, Aldrin and Armstrong lurned their
attenfion {o the scientific considerations of the mission. In
their brief stay on the Moon they were zble to set up equip-
ment for measuring the effect of solar winds, as well as a
seismograph for detecting possible Moon guakes. The
astronauts were also able to initiate a study of the lunar
surface, taking samples of the silty outer layer and core
samples of the deeper base rock.



Having perormed their scientific duties, the astronauts took time to pay
fribute to the nation that supported them on their voyage, Unfurling the
Amencan flag held waving by thin wires in the airless void, astronauls
Armslrong and Aldnn then spoke to President NMixon i the White House

A small plague commemaorating the historie occasion was left an the lunar
surface, displaying the signatures of three astronauts and the President and
bearing the mscrnplion

HERE MEN FRCM THE PLANET EARTH
FIRST SET FOOT UPON THE MOON

JULY 1969 A.D.
WE CAME IN| PEACE FOR ALL MANKIND
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The final rehearsals were exacl in every deatail
complete with Chaplam Parto acting the part ol
the President. Their aim was to ensure that all

participanls were thoroughly vorsed n thar
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The morning of July 24 found HORNET on
station nearly 1,000 miles southwest of
Hawaii. By 4:00 A.M. the ship was bustling
with activity as the entire crew anxiously
awaited the arrival of President Nixon. HOR-
NET was the first stopover for the President
in his world-wide goodwill tour
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At 5:12 A.M. the announcer

United States arrivin
i

to most that recovery day w
President Nixon was greeted by Admiral Mc-
Cain, Commander-in-Chief Pacific, Rear Ad-
miral Davis, Commander Task Force 130
Captain Seiberlich, and Dr. Paine, NASA ad-

ministrator.

After a brief explanation of the MQF by Dr.
Stonesifer, assistant NASA project officer,
the President was led to the flag bridge from
where he would witness the splashdown and

recovery operations







Az the command module propelled itself toward Earth, the
tric of astronauts made their final preparations for re-entry
inta the atmosphere. The narrowing of the gap belween
them and
caused a gradual reversal in the dimensions they had so
recenlly adopted while standing on the Moon. The Earth
appeared to regain its former magnitude while the Moon
grew smaller with sach passing minute. For them and those
who would follow, however, the dimensions would never
refain their previous absolute character, for they had walked
on the moon.

their eveniual splashdown point 0 the Pacific







SPLASHDOWN

Linfortunately for President Nixon and
other observers on HORMET'S flight
deck. the overcast, early morning sky
obscured the majority of the spec-
tacular re-enlry burn, The command
medule, travelling over 25000 miles
per hour, entered the Earth’s aitmos-
phare and left a trall of Names nearly
200 miles in length as it slowed for
its splashdown several miles from
HORNET.



Splashdown occurred approximately lorty min

utes after the arrnva
e

ol the FPresident. The module landed im a stable two position, yal

i 'I'Jhr!"ﬂ itsall immed nely Thia i overy helos weri havering

above the module and the swimmers were in the watler, atlaching
.

the llatation collar within minutes of splashdown

Alter the complation of decontaminalion I rocegduras (i The ralt. The
threg asironauls wers noisted Oy nEl Inic the ArimeEry recoyeny

helicapier and {ransporied aboard HORMNET
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HORNET PLUS THREE
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Obviously pleased by the recovery of the astronauls, Presi-
deni Nixon officially welcomed the trio back to Earth, Con-
gratulations were in order as the President and the assem-
bled crowd gave the space pioneers a rousing ovation. The
joviality of the ensuing conversalion was surpassed only by
the intense feeling of pride for being an American.




Phaoto by PHCS Roberl Lawson
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Even whila the astronauts
wera receiving the plaud-
its of the President and
dignitaries aboard HOR-
MET and the millions of
viewers around the world,
they did not forget that
their accomplishment was
the outlgrowth of greai
sacrifice on the part of
othars besides themaealves,
They asked that a momant
of silence be observed in
arder to pay tribute to the
astronauts who losl their
lives in a flash fire at Cape
Kennedy Jan. 27, 1967.
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After a short prayer, delivered by Chaplain
Piirto, and a few parting remarks to the astro-
nauls, President MNixon was led to the flighl
deck.
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Topside the President chatted briefly with
Captain Seiberlich, congratulating him and
his crew for their letter-perfect recovery of
the astronauts. President Nixon evoked con-
sternation from his security escort as he
broke away from his entourage and person-
ally congratulated members of HORNET's

flight deck crew

As the presidential helicopter cleared HOR-
NET'S llight deck to continue its world-wide
tour. HORNET readied itself for the delicate
task of plucking the command module with
its priceless lunar samples from the ocean.
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RECOVERY

Cooperation was the Keynote to the suc-
cess of the Apollo 11 mission. [n the con-
cluding phase of the recovery, the pickup
of the macule, the necessity for leamwaork
among the swimmers, crane operalors,
and the deck force on elevalor #3 was
paramount

Alter the swimmers hag attached the
resilient nylon line to the module, the
crane hoisted the spacecraft onlo the
deck with the assuredness that comes
from constant practice. The crane low-
ered the module without a hitch into the
awailing cradle in which it wauld rest
undil if reached Houslon, As the module
nestled into the cradle, all breathed a sigh
of reliel as the weeks of anticipation and
raming camea 1o a close.









astronauts parficipate

After a pleasant night's sleep in the MOQF, the
the shipboard ceremonies held in HORNET's hangar bay. Despite the glass
barrier which isolaled them from Admiral Davis and Caplain Seiberlict
the astronauts were welcomed aboard by the Captain, who presenled the
trio with several commemoralive gifts. The asironauts reciprocaled Dy
officiating at the re-enlistment of four HORMET crewmembers,

HORNET + 3







A broomstick, signilying a mission well done  flew from the mast as
HORNET steamed into Pearl Harbor. From an aerial view the sailor
n their 1?1.*Sh|y-[1r|-5'.'_;--|'1 Wi ur'nl'qrrnf_ dpoegreod aAs a border :If while
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inm around the ship as they siood in the llight deck parade. HORNET
proudly boasied her success by displaying the command module on
the flight deck

On the pier a crowd ol over 2.500 awailed to greel the veleran carner
and her umgue passengers

Once HORNET had moored alongside and off-loaded the MOF. Caplain
Seiberlich joined the pierside ceremonies with Admiral McCain and
Governor Burns, who welcomed the astronauis to Hawaii and com-
mended HORNET and her crew lor their outstanding recovery. Admiral
McCain lollowed and once again expressed his personal .-.'-:r-..qr.a::f!.n-
lions







MISSION ACCOMPLISHED

From the pierside ceremonies a motor caravan escorted
the MQF to Hickam Air Force Base, where a C-141 was
waiting to transport the astronauts back to Houston on
the last leg of their journey which had begun two weeks
earlier. Three weeks of exhaustive tests and examina-
tions lay ahead of the astronauts. Scientists desired to
determine whether the astronauts had, in fact, carried
any harmful germs back from the Moon. At the same
time geologisis would analyze the composition of the
lunar samples in order to unlock the mystery of the
Moon's origin.

Meanwhile, HORNET crewmembers longed to return to
Long Beach, where they would be reunited with their
families after their historic six week mission.
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